MASTERS IN HAND REHABILITATION

The University of KwaZulu Natal is proud to announce the re launch of a Masters in Hand Rehabilitation as from 2009. 
· The Hand Rehabilitation programme is housed in the discipline of Occupational Therapy; coordination of the programme being done staff members of the Occupational Therapy department and the office of the School of Audiology, Occupational Therapy and Speech Language Pathology.
· The Masters is available to registered Occupational and Physiotherapists with some experience in Hand rehabilitation. Teaching will be done by local, national and international experts in each area covered in the different modules.

· The programme aims to provide practitioners with advanced knowledge and skill in hand and upper extremity rehabilitation, for application within their own professional discipline.
· The programme has been designed to extend over two years of study which culminates in the qualification of a Masters in Hand Rehabilitation. The option of a postgraduate diploma is being investigated but this is not yet available.
· The current course is based upon the Postgraduate Diploma and Masters previously offered, all content has been reviewed by an advisory committee comprising the different professional groups involved in hand rehabilitation; the Physiotherapy department at UKZN has also been consulted.
What are Admission Requirements?

· A professional degree or equivalent in Occupational Therapy or Physiotherapy.

· Registration with Health Professions Council of South Africa.                                                                          
· 2 Years of clinical experience, with experience preferably in the field of hand rehabilitation

How do I apply and register?                                                                     
· Postgraduate Application forms are available from the School – Tel No. 031 2607752  Ms. Melissa Manuel Hand Rehabilitation Administration:- School of Audiology, Occupational Therapy and Speech – Language Pathology, Faculty of Health Sciences, University of KwaZulu Natal, Private bag x 54001, Durban, 4000, e-mail: manuelm@ukzn.ac.za  
· Registration – An application fee of R180 is required, applications are reviewed and suitable candidates informed.  Registration can then be done.  Evidence of clearance of payment into the UKZN to an account of R2500 is needed prior to registration.  The D-day for registration for 2009 is 31 March 2009.

How and when is it offered?
· The programme has been designed to meet the needs of the working professional. It is thus part – time in nature, with contact time for each module (except the research module) comprising 1 week ( 6 days) of intensive input. The remainder of the time allocated to the module will be spent on resource – based learning and self directed study that will be supported by electronic communication between students and staff. 

It is envisaged that the contact periods will be during:

 Module 1 – April 2009

 Module 2 – June /July 2009, other dates to be confirmed in consultation with student group.

All lectures/seminars/group discussion will be conducted mainly at the Westville Campus and at Medical School.  

Visits to clinical departments are also scheduled.                                        
Who do I contact for information?

· Programme Coordinators

1.  Prof R.W.E. Joubert                                                                          

    (Head of School of Audiology, OT & Speech-Language                                                                     

         Tel No: 031 2607310 / 7953 / 7309

         Email:  joubertr@ukzn.ac.za
  2.    Mrs. D. van der Reyden                                                                                                 

        (Senior Lecturer in Occupational Therapy Dept)   

         Tel No: 031 2607310 / 8218         

         Email: reydend@ukzn.ac.za
How is the course offered?               
Occupational Therapists and Physiotherapists do all modules together except for module 4 which allows for discipline specific specialisation.  These modules are planed by the respective disciplines.  This is done to ensure compliance with Health Professionals Council South Africa (HPCSA) requirements for discipline specific specialisation.                            

Year 1 – Semester 1

Module 1: OCTH811W1 The Upperlimb, Anatomy, (physiology, function, injury and disease) (16 c)                                                                                             This module provides in depth information on the development systems, structures and functions of the upper limb as well as tissue injury and repair to serve as basis for modules on hand conditions, assessment and therapeutic practice.
Module 2: OCTH02W1 Hand Conditions (Complex) (16c)                                                                         This module provides occupational and physiotherapy practitioners with advanced knowledge and understanding of both common and complex hand conditions/injury;  functional implications, medical and surgical models of management and considerations for such management.
Year 1 – Semester 2

Module3 :  OCTH 03W2 Hand Rehabilitation – Therapeutic Practice I   Assessment (16c)                                                                                                                                  This module provides  a comprehensive review of  general and specific assessment of the upper limb and especially the hand and the evaluation and interpretation of these assessments, the development of assessment batteries for local or regional conditions with reference to role and contribution of different team members.                                                              

Module 4 (a) : OCTH814W2 Therapeutic Practice II – Occupational Therapy (16 c)                                                                                                          Disorders of the hand and upper extremity are major causes of impairment/disability for adults and children which lead to a need for practitioners skilled in hand rehabilitation service provision.  This module will enable graduate occupational practitioners to advance professional knowledge and skill into rapidly expanding field of specialisation in upper limb and hand conditions.
Year 2 – Semester 1

Module 4 (b) : OCTH 815W2 Therapeutic Practice II – Physiotherapy                                                                

Disorders of the hand and upper extremity are major causes of impairment/disability for adults and children which lead to a need for practitioners skilled in hand rehabilitation service provision.  This module will enable graduate physiotherapy practitioners to advance professional knowledge and skill into rapidly expanding field of specialisation in upper limb and hand conditions.
Module 5:  Research Methods and design – This module is planned to be online.
Year 2 – Semester 2
Module 7:  Elective – online options available, maybe completed at a time suitable to student but before semester 4.

Module 6: OCTHO6WY Research Project                                                    
The research project  will carry 96 credit points which constitutes 50% of the credits for the programme.                                                                                                                            

The student will undertake a substantial piece of independent research on a chosen topic, chosen in consultation with his/her supervisor. To include the development of professionally appropriate and socially relevant research questions, appropriate literature search, data collection or selection, analysis, interpretation and writing up the dissertation, culminating in a publishable article.

Practicals / Clinicals                                                                                   
Practicals / Clinicals for this module, will constitute 20% of DP requirements
Teaching will be largely interactive and will include ,but is not  exclusive to,  lectures, seminars, problem based group discussion , clinical projects and case discussions/presentations. 
Enquiries: 

PLEASE CONTACT:
Ms M Manuel                                                                                                            
Email: manuelm@ukzn.ac.za

Tel no: (031)2607752/9278
                       OR 

Contact one of the programme coordinators.

