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Admission requirements

Students admitted to the Structured Master’s in Occupational Therapy will have:

(i) obtained a four-year degree in Occupational Therapy or the Bachelor Honors in Occupational Therapy from this university, or similar qualification accepted by the Senate for this purpose and who is registered as an Occupational Therapist with the Health Professions Council of South Africa;

(ii) been accepted by the Senate, or the Executive Committee on behalf of the Senate, to the Master’s in Occupational Therapy after reviewing the written application; 

(iii) had at least one years experience as an occupational therapist.

Outcomes – Generic

The Master’s Occupational Therapy student will: 

1. Show advanced critical and creative thinking in problem solving, clinical reasoning and accountable decision-making.

2. Manage professional activities effectively and responsibly, thereby contributing to the goals of the organisation and profession

3. Communicate effectively and efficiently with all role players.

4. Using appropriate technology in the working environment.

5. Apply a holistic approach and consider all professional actions to contribute to the wellbeing of all in the immediate as well as in the wider community.

6. Further, own professional development by reflecting on learning strategies, participating in and utilising learning opportunities as well as generating professional entrepreneurial services.

7. Identify occupational therapy services in new areas.

Outcomes – Specific

The Master’s Occupational Therapy student will:

1. Demonstrate a sound knowledge of the use of research methodology.

2. Show an appreciation of the importance of research principles in professional practice and ongoing research.

3. Demonstrate advanced skills in presentation of scientific reports and case studies.

4. Demonstrate the ability to manage occupational therapy services within a chosen clinical field or on the tertiary, secondary and primary levels within the various health care programmes.

5. Show an in-depth understanding of advanced occupational therapy theory as applied to specialty field of study.

6. Contribute to the development of the theory and practice foundation of occupational therapy by applying advanced cognitive, psychomotor and affective ability/skills in research, management or services or responsible high quality services in specialty field of study.

7. Demonstrate competence in applying clinical reasoning based on advanced occupational therapy knowledge to address direct and indirect services on all levels of care.

8. Utilise clinical reasoning skills within specialty field of study to assess factors intervening with occupational performance and to plan accountable services to address problems and maximize occupational performance.

9. Show appreciation and rigorously strive to improve outcome-based practice.

 Demonstrate the ability to confidently and independently apply well-developed research skills.

PROGRAMME OPTIONS

The Master of Occupational Therapy qualification is obtained through completion of  one of the following programmes:

· Master of Occupational Therapy (Structured)

· Master of Occupational Therapy by Thesis 

Masters of Occupational Therapy (Structured)

The programme comprises three distinct components:

· Advanced Occupational Therapy: Three generic modules are offered in to explore occupational science, models in occupational therapy and occupational therapy practice.

· Speciality Fields of Study: Four options are available, namely paediatrics, handtherapy, vocational rehabilitation and psychiatry.

· Research Methodology and –Assignment: A research assignment is conducted and submitted for examination in the format of a research report. 

The programme is offered on a block-release system with teaching weeks throughout the year. Sessions are on the Tygerberg Campus. The Advanced Occupational Therapy and Specialisation components usually comprise four teaching weeks offered throughout the year in which it is offered. These components are offered once in three years. The Research Methodology module is offered every year. The research assignment is undertaken on completion of the coursework or concurrent with the other components of course work. Most students find that they require three years to complete the programme, especially if studies are undertaken on a part-time basis.

Programme Outline

Research Component (Offered annually)

11044-871 (15)
Research Methodology and Statistics (T) – [Module 1]

56375-872 (60)
Research Assignment – [Module 7]

Advanced Occupational Therapy (Offered once in three years)

10940-872 (15)
Occupational Science (T) – [Module 2]

11041-872 (15)
Models in Occupational Therapy (T) – [Module 3]

10950-872 (15)
Occupational Therapy Practice (T) – [Module 4]

Speciality Fields of study (Offered once in three years)

65137-873 (20) Occupational Therapy Practice: Assessments in Speciality Field of Study – [Module 5]

65145-871 (40) Occupational Therapy Practice: Interventions in Speciality Field of Study – [Module 6]

Available Speciality Fields are:

· Paediatrics

· Vocational Rehabilitation

· Hand Therapy

· Psychiatry

Programme Structure

The programme is offered in the three year cycle. 

	Programme Component
	Modules
	Teaching weeks (nr.)
	Next date available

	Advanced Occupational Therapy
	2,3,4
	4
	2014

	Occupational Therapy Practice in Speciality Fields of Study
	5,6
	4
	2012 (and then 2015) 

	Research Methodology followed by

Research Assignment 
	1

7
	2


	Annually

On completion of Research Methodology module and once ethics approval has been received.


Course Content

Module 1:  Research Methodology and Statistics (15 credits)

In this module students are equipped to conduct the research assignment. It covers research traditions that fit into both qualitative and quantitative research paradigms.  Students will apply the knowledge gained in their research module to develop a protocol that will be submitted to the ethics committee.

Module 2:  Occupational Science (15 credits)

The Science of Occupation is an academic discipline, the purpose of which is to generate knowledge about the form, function and meaning of occupation. In this module the history of occupational science, with emphasis on influences that shape human occupation, will be explored and implication for occupational therapy practice considered. The influence of the environment on the occupational behavior and opportunities of people and populations will be explored to identify risk factors such as occupational deprivation, -imbalance and -alienation. Since occupational risk factors negatively influence the capacity of humans to realise their potential, attention will also be given to the factors that promote occupational justice.

Module 3: Models in Occupational Therapy (15 credits)

The module will provide an overview of selected models in occupational therapy practice. A critical review of these models will be undertaken and strategies for implementation will be considered.  

Assignments will focus on the models that are more applicable for the specialty field of study.

Module 4: Occupational Therapy Practice (15 credits)

Roles and functions within direct and indirect services as applied to occupational therapy practice in general with regards to policy formulation, type of services and quality control; services to a client, group or community with regards to problems influencing daily independence; basic guidelines for assessment and treatment of patients/clients. 

Assignments should focus the specialty field of study and the policies and legislation should be applied in assignments following as well as in the case study presentations.

Module 5: Occupational Therapy Practice: Assessments in Speciality Field of Study (20 credits)

In this module, the student will demonstrate comprehensive, systematic and integrated knowledge regarding relevant assessment procedures within the chosen specialty field of study; critical understanding of the underlying occupational therapy and other relevant theories and methodologies; competencies to select and apply relevant assessment procedures within the chosen specialty field of study.  

Module 6: Occupational Therapy Practice: Intervention in Speciality Field of Study (40 credits)

In this module the student will demonstrate comprehensive, systematic and integrated knowledge regarding relevant intervention procedures within the chosen specialty field of study; critical understanding of the underlying theories and methodologies regarding the relevant intervention strategies; the ability to rigorously critique and evaluate occupational therapy interventions for the different stages of recovery;  the ability to use clinical reasoning skills to identify, analyse and solve occupational performance issues; ability to clinical reasoning on a level of conditional reasoning as reflected in the case studies. 

Module 7: Research Assignment (60 credits)

A contained research project is conducted. Findings are presented for examination in the form of a research report.  

ASSESSMENT of performance

A system of continuous assessment shall be used and all written and oral assessments and assignments required shall contribute to the final mark, weighted according to the credits of the module.  

The research assignment constitutes the ultimate assessment of the student’s integration and application of advanced knowledge; critical and creative thinking; advanced clinical reasoning and management of outcomes (services on all levels, own development and the management process) and is presented in a thoroughly conceptualized, well formulated, logical and coherent document.  

To pass the programme, a student shall obtain a mark of 50 for all modules and a final mark of not less than 50. The final mark is calculated to include performance in all modules, weighted according to the credits of each module.  The university’s regulations for internal and external moderation apply.

General Regulations

Students should apply by the end of October each year to allow enough time for the registration process.  Refer to the regulations of the University concerning advanced degrees for additional requirements concerning degrees. Please attach a copy of your HPCSA registration to your application.

ACCOMODATION:

Students are responsible to arrange for their own accommodation.  You can contact the Bellville Park Campus, but you will need transport to travel between the Bellville Park and Tygerberg Campus.  Bellvista Lodge and Annex, Bellville Park Campus
(021) 918 4444. email: bvista@usb.sun.ac.za
You can also enquire about lodging at the Mankadan Lodge, which is situated on the Tygerberg Health Sciences campus. P O Box 19063, Tygerberg 7505, (021) 938-9548, Fax (021) 933-0382, email: sonjan@sun.ac.za 

Financial aid for postgraduate study:

Information on postgraduate bursaries and financial aid can be obtained from (021) 808 4208, or viewed at the following Webpage  http://www/sun.ac.za/local/admin/research/nbe.htm

APPLICATION 

Apply before the 30th August.   You can complete an electronic application (preferred method) at the university’s web site at www.sun.ac.za Click on students / prospective students. On left hand side you will find the link to “How do I apply” or go directly to http://web-apps.sun.ac.za/eAansoek2/alg.jsp?T|=1  Remember to complete all sections not just the first page. Please take note of the following:

1. You must have a valid e-mail address to make use of the electronic application. 

2. Applications can be done electronically for certain programmes only. 

You can also request an application form from: The Registrar, University of Stellenbosch, Private Bag X1, MATIELAND  7602

Please, do not send it to Occupational Therapy or deliver your application to the Occupational Therapy Division – your application has to go through an administrative procedure first, but email Lana van Niekerk – lanavn@sun.ac.za (Course Convenor) once your application has been submitted (this assists with planning within the Occupational Therapy Division). 

ENQUIRIES

Class Coordinator: Lana van Niekerk 

· E-mail:  lanavn@sun.ac.za
· Phone: 021-938 9307 



